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Amiet and the Collector of his Work 

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of Cuno Amiet’s death, the Kunstmuseum Bern is 
presentinig the Eduard Gerber Collection, one of the most beautiful private collections 
of this artist’s work. Besides the collection of this great admirer of the artist we will 
also be showing works from the Kunstmuseum Bern representing Cuno Amiet’s 
"official" oeuvre. Thus the exhibition offers a representative overview of Amiet’s work. 

Cuno Amiet (1868–1961) decided early in life to become a painter. 1884 he met Frank Buchser 
and became his student. After then studying in Munich – where he became friends with Giovanni 
Giacometti – and in Paris, Amiet moved to Pont-Aven in 1892. There he joined the artistic circle 
congregating around Paul Gauguin. Amiet also became acquainted with the Brücke painters in the 
circle of Ernst Ludwig Kirchner who are considered the pioneers of German expressionism. Back in 
Switzerland Amiet settled on the Oschwand in the canton of Bern in 1898. Far away from the 
great art centers of Europe he worked as an artist and asserted himself – next to Ferdinand 
Hodler who he was personally acquainted with – as a leading artist in Switzerland and a trailblazer 
of modern art. There are not many Swiss artists who mastered such a diverse oeuvre. Amiet’s 
pictures are marked by symbolism, Jugendstil, and also expressionism. This diversity of style 
evidences his internationality and his contact to many artist friends. 

Emotional intimacy and great admiration 
The private collection accrued by Eduard Gerber (1917–1995) comprises over one hundred works 
of the Bernese artist. The collection had its beginnings in the 1930s. In a fire Amiet lost over fifty 
of his early works that were exhibited in a retrospective in the Munich Glaspalast. Because of the 
catastrophe Eduard Gerber visited the already renowned artist. Over time not only a close 
friendship grew between the Amiet family and Eduard Gerber, but likewise one of the most 
beautiful private collections of Amiet’s work came into being. The artworks Gerber acquired each 
had a special significance at the time for the collector and the artist. Eduard Gerber’s collection 
was accrued over a long period of time and therefore boasts works from Amiet’s entire artistic 
career – from its very beginnings to his last creative phase. Eduard Gerber's collection is a 
testimony to the fact that it is not necessary to be enormously wealthy to establish an important 
art collection but that one must primarily have the necessary passion for art and connoisseurship. 

A supplement of representative masterpieces 
Whereas the Eduard Gerber Collection was built up on emotional intimacy with the artist, the 
Kunstmuseum Bern owns a representative group of Cuno Amiet's works that stand for the artist’s 
“official” oeuvre, underpinning his status as the new national artist after Ferdinand Hodler died. 
Cuno Amiet's works constitute one of the main emphases of the Kunstmuseum Bern’s collection: 
Its Amiet collection is both large and comprehensive with 56 paintings, 121 works on paper, as 
well as the sgraffito Apfelernte (Apple Harvest) on the façade of the museum building. The 
exhibition therefore offers a representative overview of the artist’s work. 

In Solothurn, where the artist was born, the Kunstmuseum Solothurn will be showing a 
comparative exhibition of works by Cuno Amiet and Ferdinand Hodler. With the title of Eine 
Künstlerfreundschaft zwischen Jugendstil und Moderne (Artist Friends between Jugendstil and 
Modernity) the exhibition will take place from September 24, 2011, to January 2, 2012. 
 
Contact person: Brigit Bucher, brigit.bucher@kunstmuseumbern.ch , Tel.: 031 328 09 21 
Images: Marie Louise Suter, press@kunstmuseumbern.ch , Tel.: +41 31 328 09 53   
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The Exhibition 

Opening: Thursday, August 18, 2011, 18h30 
Duration: 19.08.2011 - 15.01.2012 
Curators: Matthias Frehner, Regula Berger 
Entrance Fee: CHF 14.- / red. 10.-  
 

The Catalogue (in German / French) 
Amiet. «Freude meines Lebens», 
Sammlung Eduard Gerber / Amiet. 
« Joie de ma vie », Collection 
Eduard Gerber. Hrsg. Kunstmuseum 
Bern / Matthias Frehner und Regula 
Berger, mit Beiträgen von Regula 
Berger, Therese Bhattacharya-Stettler, 
Matthias Frehner und Caroline Kesser. 

168 Seiten, Deutsch / Français, mit zahlreichen 
Abbildungen. ISBN 978-3-86678-529-8, ca. CHF 53.- 

The Poster 
F4  
(89,5 x 128 cm) 
CHF 20.- 

 
The Special Events (in German) 
Öffentliche Führungen: Sonntag, 21. 
August, 4. / 11. / 25. September, 9. / 23. 
Oktober, 6. / 20. November, 18. Dezember 
2011, 15. Januar 2012, 11h und Dienstag, 
23. / 30. August, 4. Oktober, 22. / 29. 
November, 27. Dezember 2011, 10. Januar 
2012, 19h 

Öffentliche Führung mit 
Gebärdendolmetscher:  
Sonntag, 23. Oktober, 11h 

Ein Blick hinter die Kulissen: Die Werke 
von Cuno Amiet in der Restaurierung: 
Samstag, 22. Oktober 2011, 15h. Führung 
durch das Restaurierungsatelier und die 
Ausstellung. Nur mit Voranmeldung. 
Anmeldung / Info: T 031 328 09 11 oder 
vermittlung@kunstmuseumbern.ch.  

Fälschung oder echt?  
Dienstag, 22. November 2011,  
20h – ca. 21h.  
Fälschungen beschäftigen Künstler, 
Kunsthistoriker und Juristen 
gleichermassen. Auch Werke von Cuno 
Amiet sind betroffen. Es sprechen Viola 
Radlach, Kunsthistorikerin und Regula 
Berger, Kuratorin der Ausstellung und 
Fürsprecherin.  

Kinderworkshop: Sonntagmorgen im 
Museum – Süss, rot, rund und knackig: 
Sonntag, 23. Oktober, 10h30 – 12h. 
Anmeldung / Info: T 031 328 09 11 oder 
vermittlung@kunstmuseumbern.ch, 
Kosten: CHF 10.- 

 
With the support of: 

 
 

Pierre Kottelat, Zürich 
Peter Krauchthaler, Bern 
Alfred Richterich Stiftung 

Gesellschaft zu Ober-Gerwern 
Gesellschaft zu Schuhmachern 
Gesellschaft zu Zimmerleuten 

 


