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Multifaceted Word and Visual Artist

The Kunstmuseum Bern is presenting a large overview exhibition of Otto Nebel’s visual
and literary oeuvre. Born in Berlin in 1882 and died in 1973, Otto Nebel emigrated to
Bern in 1933 where he pursued his multifaceted artistic activities. Additionally the poet
and painter worked as an actor and narrator. The exhibition concentrates on the
interdependencies between Nebel’s visual and literary forms of representation — like
many of the early 20th-century avant-garde, he experimented in both media.

Commemorating Otto Nebel’s 120th birthday, the exhibition gives the opportunity of rediscovering
this intriguing artist and his intermedial approach to the arts. The thematic lens of the Otto Nebel
retrospective is on the interdependencies between his literary texts and his visual forms of
representation in the media of painting, drawings, prints, and collages — that is, on word/script
and image. We are presenting Otto Nebel’s key works according to individual stations in his
biography.

A spotlight on experience and emotion

The horrors on the war front and his subsequent experiences as a prisoner of war of the English
during the First World War left deep scars on the artist. On returning to Berlin, Otto Nebel joined
forces with the expressionist movement and Herwarth Walden, who provided an influential forum
for avant-garde approaches to art, literature, and music with his Der Sturm Gallery and journal
with the same name. Walden’s activities greatly facilitated the breakthrough of expressionism.
Nebel stood out in these circles as a word artist. He composed both texts and his first linocuts
for the publications of Der Sturm. Already early Nebel’s work blatantly pursued non-
representational approaches painting with a priority on expressing experience and emotion. The
notion that the revolution of modern art could also lead to the desired transformation of society
established a link between Otto Nebel and other avant-garde artists.

Restricted to essentials

In the 1920s Nebel executed his first runic fugues — that is, poems that constituted a restricted
number of characters. Due to his education and training as a construction expert, Nebel was not
only fascinated by the construction of Gothic cathedrals, but likewise took up the systematic
investigation of colors and geometrical surfaces. Among the momentous experiences in his life
were his sojourns in Italy. It was here that Nebel compiled, in 1931, his Farben-Atlas von Italien
(Italian color atlas), which was to influence much of his work. After his emigration to Bern in
1933, Nebel’'s art grew increasingly non-representational, and he began to create a visual
language of signs that he called “Runenbilder” (runic pictures). Moreover, the work of Franz Marc
as well as the friendship with Wassily Kandinsky and Paul Klee greatly influenced him.

In 1969 Otto Nebel made a gift of some 200 artworks to the Kunstmuseum Bern. After his
decease in 1973, the artist’s estate became part of the Otto Nebel Foundation with its
headquarters in Bern. The Foundation boasts over 2000 paintings, 4000 drawings, many
hundreds of linocuts, a few collages and mosaics as well as an extensive collection of literary
documents and correspondence. The writings in his estate were recently handed over to the Swiss
Literary Archives.
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Exhibition

Opening: Thursday, November 8, 6:30 p.m.:
Duration: 09.11.2012 — 24.02.2013

«Zur Unzeit gegeigt...>»
Otto Nebel, Painter and Poet
09.11.2012 — 24.02.2013

Team of curators: Therese Bhattacharya-Stettler (Kunstmuseum Bern, project co-ordinator),
Steffan Biffiger (Otto Nebel-Stiftung, co-curator), Bettina Braun (co-curator for the literary

section)
Admission: CHF 18.00 / red. CHF 14.00

Exhibition catalogue

=}

Bielefeld/Berlin. ISBN 978-3
ca. CHF 60.00

«Zur Unzeit gegeigt...» Otto Nebel,
Maler und Dichter. Reich illustrierte
Begleit-publikation zur Ausstellung mit
Beitrdgen von Therese Bhattacharya-
Stettler, Steffan Biffiger, Bettina Braun,
Dolores Denaro, Gotz-Lothar Darsow,
Christoph Geiser, Andreas Mauz, Anna M.
Schafroth, Anja Schlegel. 360 Seiten,
zahlreiche Abbildungen, Hardcover,
gebunden. Deutsch. Kerber Verlag,
-86678-695-0,

Poster

F4

89.5 x
128 cm
CHF 20.00

Accompanying program (in German)

Offentliche FUhrungen

Sonntag, 11h: 11./25. November, 16. Dezember, 6./27.
Januar, 17./24. Februar

Dienstag, 19h: 20. November, 11. Dezember, 15.
Januar, 12. Februar

Literarische Fuhrungen mit Michaela Wendt mit
Texten von Otto Nebel und anderen Dichterlnnen
Sonntag, 13h: 18. November, 6. Januar, 17. Februar
und Dienstag, 18h: 18. Dezember, 12. Februar.
Anmeldung nicht erforderlich, Ausstellungseintritt + CHF
5.00

Wissenschaftliches Symposium, in
Zusammenarbeit mit dem Zentrum Paul Klee: «Die
Entdeckung der Farbe: Johannes Itten, Paul Klee
und Otto Nebel>» Freitag, 30. November, 10h -18h im
Kunstmuseum Bern. Eintritt: ganzer Tag CHF 50.00 /
halber Tag CHF 30.00 / Studierende gratis. Anmeldung
nicht erforderlich. Bei Abgabe des Eintrittstickets:
Gratiseintritt in die Ausstellungen Itten-Klee, Otto Nebel
und Meister Klee! (Zentrum Paul Klee), Angebot gultig
wahrend der Ausstellungsdauer. Mit Unterstitzung der
Fondation Johanna Durmduller-Bol
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Kunst + Religion im Dialog

Sonntag, 2. Dezember, 15h30 — 16h15
Veranstaltung in Zusammenarbeit mit der
evangelisch-reformierten, romischkatholischen und
christkatholischen Kirche Bern. Anmeldung nicht
erforderlich, Treffpunkt bei der Kasse.

Kosten: CHF 10.00

Volkshochschulkurs

Mittwoch, 15h: 21./28. November, 5./12.
Dezember

Anmeldung: info@vhsbe.ch

«Fur Fugengegner nur eine Urne Teer: 9-12-
16 und das poetische Prinzip der Runenfugen
von Otto Nebel»

Dienstag, 22. Januar, 18h30

Eine Aktionslesung der Mundwerkstatt mit Dr.
Bernd Seydel. Anmeldung nicht erforderlich,
Ausstellungseintritt gentgt
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