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The Gottfried Keller Foundation acquired Martin Disler’s (1949 – 1996) monumental painting Die 
Umgebung der Liebe in 2006. Completed in 1981, the painting can be considered a real standard 
bearer for the new, figurative expressionism of which Disler was the principal exponent. This 
spectacular purchase – just one of the Foundation’s recent activities – was a perfect instance of it 
fulfilling its core mission, namely, securing major cultural assets belonging to the national patrimony 
on behalf of Swiss museums and their visitors, and preventing them from being lost to overseas 
interests. This purchase forged a link with the Foundation’s achievement in 1911 when it managed 
to acquire Giovanni Segantini’s Alpine triptych La Vita–La Natura–La Morte – one of the last 
significant monumental works of the 19th century – and handed it over to the Segantini Museum 
in St. Moritz.  
 
The Gottfried Keller Foundation came about as the result of a legacy by Lydia Welti-Escher  
(1858 – 1891) who, as the daughter and inheritor of Alfred Escher (1819 – 1882), had bequeathed  
her estate to the Swiss Confederation in 1890. This generous gift came with the stipulation that the 
revenues generated by the estate should be used to buy important examples of fine art on behalf of 
Swiss museums. This makes the Foundation an outstanding early example of private and farseeing 
patronage, for which the museums have numerous works in their collections to thank.  
 
In the 120 years since its inception, the Foundation has managed to purchase around 8500 works 
comprising paintings, sculptures, drawings, diagrams, photographs, stained glass, craftwork, wood 
carvings, frescos, coins, sacred art and interiors – and one property, the former Benedictine Abbey  
of St. George in Stein am Rhein, one of Switzerland’s most significant historical monuments. In terms 
of history, the items acquired – predominantly composed of Swiss art – originate from the Middle 
Ages through to the present. To date, more than 100 museums and institutions across 23 cantons 
are housing the Foundation’s deposits, thought to be worth in excess of 500 million Swiss francs. 
The major purchases of the Foundation contribute significantly to maintaining the high standards of 
Switzerland’s museums, the emphasis being on their development.  
 
The Gottfried Keller Foundation is considered one of the most important and distinguished of 
Switzerland’s cultural institutions. It is seen as an almost perfect model of the confederation’s 
readiness to facilitate and support Swiss museums in their efforts to secure priceless examples of 
Swiss culture on behalf of the nation, its regions and the general public. Finally, the Foundation 
regularly finds itself assuming the role of significant partner and quality guarantor; it is also of vital 
importance to small and medium-sized museums. The Gottfried Keller Foundation is exemplary in 
the way it takes account of Switzerland's cultural diversity and champions the federal nature of the 
country’s culture.  
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