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Spectacular art transport from the Federal Chancellery in Berlin 
to Kunstmuseum Bern  
Sunday of the Mountain Farmers, a major work by Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, 
has left the Chancellery in Berlin, and is coming as a guest to 
Kunstmuseum Bern for the exhibition Kirchner x Kirchner (12.9.2025-
11.1.2026) 
Today, after 50 years in the cabinet room, Ernst Ludwg Kirchner’s oil painting Sonntag der 
Bergbauern (Sunday of the Mountain Farmers) is leaving the Federal Chancellery, and will be 
shown from 12 September 2025 in the exhibition Kirchner x Kirchner in Kunstmuseum Bern. 
The painting is known to a wide public by the fact that it is visible evening after evening on the German 
television news in the background of the German government’s Cabinet sessions. Because of the 
monumental dimensions of the oil painting, which is 4 m long and 1.70 m high, the artwork had 
to be carried over the terrace of the Federal Chancellery and heaved down into the Court of 
Honour with a crane. 

After this, the painting Neue Sterne (New Stars) Meret Oppenheim (1913-1985) from the collection of 
Kunstmuseum Bern was lifted by crane. Kunstmuseum Bern is lending the Federal Chancellery the 
painting by one of the most important Swiss painters of the 20th century in return. 

From 12 September 2025 until 11 January 2026, in its exhibition Kirchner x Kirchner, Kunstmuseum 
Bern is showing around 65 works seldom shown in Switzerland by Ernst Ludwig Kirchner (1880-1938), 
one of the most outstanding protagonists of modern art. A central event and highlight of the 
exhibition is the reunification for the first time of the monumental pair of paintings 
Alpsonntag. Szene am Brunnen (Sunday in the Alps. Scene at the Well) (1923-24 / ca. 1929, 



   

 

   
 

Kunstmuseum Bern) and Sonntag der Bergbauern (Sunday of the Mountain Farmers) (1923-24 / 
1926, Cabinet Room of the Federal Chancellery, Berlin). Side by side, the two paintings opened 
Kirchner’s retrospective in Kunsthalle Bern in 1933, which he curated himself, and which 
Kunstmuseum Bern is now recalling. 

Although they were conceived as pendants, the two monumental paintings have never been 
seen together again since 1933. Bern bought Alpsonntag. Szene am Brunnen (Sunday in the Alps. 
Scene at the Well) (Press picture 02) directly from the exhibition in that year. Sonntag der Bergbauern 
(Sunday of the Mountain Farmers) (Press picture 01) entered the Federal Collection of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, first as a loan and finally as a permanent acquisition in 1985. The fact that the 
German Federal Chancellery is exceptionally permitting the loan of this painting, prominently and 
permanently exhibited in the Cabinet Room, is creating an art-historical sensation of great 
significance in terms of cultural policy.  

‘We are very grateful that thanks to the unique loan of the Kirchner painting we are given the 
opportunity to show the work and its sister-painting from the collection of Kunstmuseum Bern together 
again for the first time. It allows us to demonstrate the significance that the 1933 Bern retrospective in 
1933 held for Kirchner,’ Dr Nina Zimmer, Director of the Kunstmuseum Bern – Zentrum Paul Klee, 
explains and continues: ‘I am equally delighted that in return it will be possible to see a work by Meret 
Oppenheim on loan from Kunstmuseum Bern in the Federal Chancellery. An artist born in Berlin who 
went on to live in Basel, Paris and Bern, Oppenheim went on to become one of the most significant 
artists of the 20th century. Both reveal the deep and close connection between the art scenes of 
Switzerland and Germany, and the importance of cooperation and dialogue as the basis for art and 
culture.’ 

Wolfram Weimer, Commissioner for Culture and Media of the Federal Government, comments 
on the exchange of loans between the Federal Chancellery in Berlin and Kunstmuseum Bern in these 
words: ‘For Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, Switzerland was a place of refuge and a new beginning – many of his 
most important works were produced there. The fact that his ‘Sonntag der Bergbauern’ (Sunday of the 
Mountain Farmers ) is now being shown in Bern is more than a loan: it is a sign of the deep cultural 
connection between Germany and Switzerland. We are delighted that in return a work by Meret 
Oppenheim is enriching the Cabinet Room in Berlin. A living artistic exchange that connects history, 
trust and the present.’ 

Further information 

> on the history of these two significant paintings: see the media kit ‘Reunited at last after 90 years! 
Sensational loan from Berlin’ from 2 July 2025.  

> on the contents of Kirchner x Kirchner: see the media kit on the exhibition from 5 August 2025. 

 

Video and photo materials 

IN GERMANY 
Thanks to an agreed pool solution, you can obtain video material from: 

Public broadcasters 
ARD Hauptstadtstudio (Studio Berlin) 
Phone +49 (0)30 22 88 -1710 
E-mail: aufnahmeleiter@ard-hauptstadtstudio.de 

Private broadcasters 
RTL/ntv (Studio Berlin) 
Phone: +49 (0)30 247 55 444 
E-mail: berlinproducer@rtl.de 

https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press#media-release-8990
https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press#media-release-8990
https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press#media-release-9055
mailto:aufnahmeleiter@ard-hauptstadtstudio.de
mailto:berlinproducer@rtl.de


   

 

   
 

IN SWITZERLAND 
Video and photo materials available from Monday morning (18 August 2025) at Keystone-SDA. 
If you are not a Keystone-SDA client, please contact: 
Phone +41 58 909 52 00 
E-mail: sales@keystone-sda.ch 

Contact 
Dr. Anne-Cécile Foulon 
Head of Communication & Marketing 
press@kunstmuseumbern.ch 
+41 31 328 09 93 

 

Kirchner x Kirchner in Kunstmuseum Bern from 12.9.2025 to 11.1.2026 

 

 

 

 

 Media preview 
Save the date:  The media preview will take place on Wednesday, 10 
September 2026, at 10 a.m. at the Kunstmuseum Bern. 
Please register via press@kunstmuseumbern.ch an. 

Opening 
The opening of the exhibition will take place on  
Thursday, 11 September 2025, from 18:30. 
Admission to the exhibition is free on this evening. 

Curator 
Nadine Franci, Curator of Prints & Drawings at Kunstmuseum Bern 

With the support of 
Kanton Bern, UBS, Swisslos-Kultur Kanton Bern, Ursula Wirz Stiftung, Uniqa 
Versicherung, Scherbarth Stiftung, Roman Norbert Ketterer Stiftung 

mailto:sales@keystone-sda.ch
mailto:press@kunstmuseumbern.ch
mailto:press@kunstmuseumbern.ch


   

 

 

Press images 

 
Download press 
images: 
kunstmuseumbern.ch/ 
press 
All copyrights are reserved. The 
complete caption must be used 
and the artwork reproduced as 
illustrated. It is only permitted to 
reproduce the images in 
conjunction with coverage of the 
exhibition Kirchner x Kirchner. 
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Ernst Ludwig Kirchner 
Sonntag der Bergbauern [Sunday of the 
Mountain Farmers], 1923-24/26 
Oil on canvas, 170 x 400 cm 
Federal Republic of Germany 
 
© Bundesrepublik Deutschland 
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Ernst Ludwig Kirchner 
Alpsonntag. Szene am Brunnen [Sunday in 
the Alps. Scene at the Well], 1923-24/ around 
1929 
Oil on canvas with original painted frame,  
168 x 400 cm, Kunstmuseum Bern 
 
© Kunstmuseum Bern 
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Franz Henn 
View of the Kirchner exhibition at the 
Kunsthalle Bern with Alpsonntag. Szene am 
Brunnen (left) and Sonntag der Bergbauern 
(right), 1933. 
Photograph 
 
© Erbengemeinschaft Eberhard W. 
Kornfeld 
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Cabinet room in the Federal Chancellery in 
Berlin with the painting Sonntag der 
Bergbauern by Ernst Ludwig Kirchner in the 
background 
 
© Bundesregierung / Guido Bergmann  
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Meret Oppenheim 
Neue Sterne [New Stars], 1977-1982 
Oil on canvas, 205 x 248,5 cm 
Kunstmuseum Bern, Legacy Meret 
Oppenheim 
 
© 2025, ProLitteris Zürich 

https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press
https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press
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The paintings Sunday of the Mountain 
Farmers by Ernst Ludwig Kirchner being 
fastened into its transport frame in the 
Cabinet Room in the Federal Chancellery in 
Berlin. 

 
© art/beats, Felix von Boehm 

  

 

 07  

The painting Sunday of the Mountain Farmers 
by Ernst Ludwig Kirchner being packed into 
its transport case in the Sky Lobby of the 
Federal Chancellery. 

 
© art/beats, Felix von Boehm 
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The transport case of the painting Sunday of 
the Mountain Farmers by Ernst Ludwig 
Kirchner being carried by crane from the 
Federal Chancellery in Berlin.  
 

Photo: Anne-Cécile Foulon 
© Kunstmuseum Bern 
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The transport case of the painting Sunday of 
the Mountain Farmers by Ernst Ludwig 
Kirchner being carried by crane from the 
Federal Chancellery in Berlin.  
 

© art/beats, Felix von Boehm 

https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press
https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press
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The oil painting New Stars by Meret 
Oppenheim now hangs as a replacement in 
the Cabinet Room of the Federal Chancellery. 

 
Germany: For the artwork by Meret 
Oppenheim © VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2025, 
photo: art/beats, Felix von Boehm 
Switzerland: For the artwork by Meret 
Oppenheim © 2025, ProLitteris, Zurich, 
photo: © art/beats, Felix von Boehm 
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Exterior view of the Kunstmuseum Bern in 
the Hodlerstrasse 
 

Photo: Markus Mühlheim 
© Kunstmuseum Bern 

 

  

https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press
https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press


   

 

 

Current and upcoming exhibitions at the Kunstmuseum Bern 

Kunstmuseum Bern of the Future. The Architectural Competition 
until 28.9.2025 

Collection Intervention by Amy Sillman 
until 2.11.2025 

Panorama Switzerland. From Caspar Wolf to Ferdinand Hodler 
until 11.1.2026 

Kirchner x Kirchner 
12.9.2025-11.1.2026 
 
 

Opening hours 

Tuesday 
10:00–20:00 

Wednesday–Sunday 
10:00–17:00 

Monday closed 
 
 

Contact 

Dr. Anne-Cécile Foulon 
Head of Communication & Marketing 
press@kunstmuseumbern.ch 
+41 31 328 09 93 

 
 
Accreditation for media representatives 

Admission to all exhibitions at the Kunstmuseum Bern is free for media representatives with a valid 
press card. Please fill in the digital accreditation form which you can either access via 
kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press/media-accreditation or by screening the QR-Code before your visit. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:press@kunstmuseumbern.ch
https://www.kunstmuseumbern.ch/en/press/media-accreditation

